ELP Grad Named to FEMA Post by Center for Homeland Defense and Security
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
News Center News Articles Collection
2010-04
ELP Grad Named to FEMA Post
Center for Homeland Defense and Security
Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California
http://hdl.handle.net/10945/51008
ELP Grad Named to FEMA Post
chds.us/c/item/676
During an emergency management career that has included
stints at the city and state level, Andrew Velasquez III has
developed a wealth of relationships and coalitions that he
believes will be invaluable at the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.
The Chicago native and alumnus of the Executive Leaders
Program at the Center for Homeland Defense and Security was
appointed by President Barack Obama on April 16 as
Administrator of FEMA Region V, a six-state area
encompassing Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and
Wisconsin.
Velasquez has been Director of the Illinois Emergency
Management Agency (IEMA) since 2007 and held a similar
position with the city of Chicago.
"As a FEMA Regional administrator, I will use my experience in the trenches to support front line responders at the
state and local levels," Velasquez said by phone.
Insights garnered as a participant in the ELP program, which he completed in 2009, will enhance that in-the-
trenches experience, he added.
"What I gained at NPS was the opportunity to network, exchange ideas and learn from the best in the business from
students who had diverse backgrounds," he said. "That gave me different perspectives on addressing crisis
situations. That, in turn, allowed me to bring those lessons back and incorporate them into planning here in Illinois."
As Regional Administrator, Velasquez will be responsible for coordinating FEMA preparedness, mitigation and
disaster response and recovery activities in Region V. Region V employs about 130 full-time employees, according
to FEMA.
As with other parts of the country, the region faces its own set of unique threats, in this case tornadoes, wind storms,
floods and the looming probability of an earthquake along the New Madrid Fault.
"We face the potential of an earthquake event and we have to ensure we develop plans necessary to confront that
threat," Velasquez said. "Coalitions and partnerships are important to building the strategy needed to confront the
threat that faces us. It (an earthquake) is a no-notice event."
The appointment has drawn praise from Velasquez’s previous and new bosses.
"Andrew Velasquez is not only an experienced emergency manager with deep roots in the region, he is also a
dedicated public servant," said FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate in a written statement. "His knowledge and
experience make him uniquely qualified to help lead our efforts there."
Added Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn: "Andrew is a dynamic and innovative homeland security professional and an
exceptional manager. As Director of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency, Andrew always made the safety
and security of the people his top priority. I know Andrew will continue to carry out that important mission in his new
position."
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Prior to becoming IEMA director, Velasquez was Executive Director of Chicago’s Office of Emergency Management
and Communications (OEMC). He also served the Chicago Police Department in various capacities for 10 years
and was a member of the U.S. Army Reserve for a total of six years.
Velasquez holds a Bachelor’s degree and a Master of Science degree in Criminal Justice from Illinois State
University. He also received a Master of Business Administration in Management from Saint Xavier University.
He said he looks forward to joining the Obama administration.
"I’m thrilled to join the Administration at this critical juncture," Velasquez said. "The threats posed by man and nature
are real and they are continuing. The time to prepare is now."
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